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ALUMNI EVENTS

Ben Ratliff (BM, 2014) has been Director of Bands at Corinth High School
in Mississippi for the past four years. This fall, the Corinth marching band
qualified for state level competition and earned all superior ratings for the
first time in the school's history.

COMING EVENTS

Georgia Southern Opera will present Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber
of Fleet Street by Stephen Sondheim on Friday, November 4, 2022 and
Saturday, November 5, 2022 at the Performing Arts Center at 7:30 pm.
Admission is free. After fifteen years of imprisonment, Sweeney Todd
returns to London taking on a murderous quest for revenge against the
corrupt Judge Turpin who ruined his life and family. Aligning with Mrs.
Lovett and her ‘respectable business’ of meat pies, many meet
Sweeney’s blade to tragic ends. Some content may not be suitable for
young audience members.

Johan de Meij’s first symphony The Lord of the Rings is based on the
trilogy of that name by J.R.R. Tolkien.
The symphony was written in the period between March 1984 and
December 1987, and had its première in Brussels on 15th March 1988, In
1989, The symphony The Lord of the Rings was awarded a first prize in
the Sudler International Wind Band Composition Competition in Chicago,
and a year later, the symphony was awarded by the Dutch Composers
Fund. In 2001, the orchestral version was premiered by the Rotterdam
Philharmonic Orchestra and recorded by the London Symphony
Orchestra.
Although it is not simple to summarize such an extensive and complex
work, the main outline is as follows: the central theme is the Ring, made
by primaeval forces that decide the safety or destruction of the world. For
years it was the possession of the creature Gollum, but when the ring falls
into the hands of the Hobbits the evil forces awake, and the struggle for
the ring commences. There is but one solution to save the World from
disaster: the ring must be destroyed by the fire in which it was forged:
Mount Doom in the heart of Mordor, the country of the evil Lord Sauron.
It is the Hobbit Frodo who is assigned to carry out this task, and to assist
him a company, the Fellowship of the Ring, is formed under the
leadership of Gandalf, the wizard, which includes the Hobbits Sam,
Peregrin and Merin, the Dwarf Gimli, the Elf Legolas, Boromir and
Aragorn, the later King. The companions are secretly followed by Gollum,
who does not shun any means, however perfidious, to recover his
priceless ring. However, the companions soon fall apart and, after many
pernicious adventures and a surprising dénouement, Frodo and Sam
can at last return to their familiar home, The Shire.

Explanation of the five movements:
GANDALF (The Wizard) The first movement is a musical portrait of the
wizard Gandalf, one of the principal characters of the trilogy. His wise and
noble personality is expressed by a stately motif which is used in a
different form in movements IV and V. The sudden opening of the Allegro
vivace is indicative of the unpredictability of the grey wizard, followed by a
wild ride on his beautiful horse, Shadowfax.
LOTHLORIEN (The Elvenwood) The second movement is an impression
of Lothlórien, the elvenwood with its beautiful trees, plants, exotic birds,
expressed through woodwind solos. The meeting of the Hobbit Frodo with
the Lady Galadriel is embodied in a charming Allegretto; in the Mirror of
Galadriel, a silver basin in the wood, Frodo glimpses three visions, the
last of which, a large ominous Eye, greatly upsets him.
GOLLUM (Sméagol) The third movement describes the monstrous
creature Gollum, a slimy, shy being represented by the soprano
saxophone. It mumbles and talks to itself, hisses and lisps, whines and
snickers, is alternately pitiful and malicious, is continually fleeing and
looking for his cherished treasure, the ring.
JOURNEY IN THE DARK The fourth movement describes the laborious
journey of the Fellowship of the ring, headed by the wizard Gandalf,
through the dark tunnels of the Mines of Moria. The slow walking cadenza
and the fear are clearly audible in the monotonous rhythm of the low
brass, piano and percussion. After a wild pursuit by hostile creatures, the
Orks, Gandalf is engaged in battle with a horrible monster, the Balrog,
and crashes from the subterranean bridge of Khazad-Dûm in a
fathomless abyss. To the melancholy tones of a Marcia funèbre, the
bewildered companions trudge on, looking for the only way out of the
mines, the East Gate of Moria.
HOBBITS The fifth movement expresses the carefree and optimistic
character of the Hobbits in a happy folk dance; the hymn that follows
emanates the determination and noblesse of the hobbit folk. The
symphony does not end on an exuberant note, but is concluded
peacefully and resigned, in keeping with the symbolic mood of the last
chapter, The Grey Havens, in which Frodo and Gandalf sail away in a
white ship and disappear slowly beyond the horizon.
- Program Note by Johan de Meij

For a complete schedule of event please go to
Gretsch School of Music websites
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/statesborocampus-concert-season/
https://cah.georgiasouthern.edu/music/calendar-of-events/armstrongcampus-concert-season/

SUPPORT THE
GRETSCH SCHOOL OF MUSIC
The Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music embraces the legacy of
more than a century of music-making at Georgia Southern University. We
need you to be a part of the continuation and expansion of this tradition of
excellence.
You can support the faculty, students, staff, and mission of the Gretsch
School of Music with your gift by visiting the Georgia Southern Foundation
(https://advancement.georgiasouthern.edu/giving/) and designating your
gift for Fund GS0077 (Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of Music).
The faculty, staff, and students of the Fred and Dinah Gretsch School of
Music thank you!

Copyright © *2022* *FRED AND DINAH GRETSCH SCHOOL OF MUSIC AT GEORGIA SOUTHERN
UNIVERSITY*, All rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:
P.O. BOX 8052 STATESBORO, GEORGIA 30460-8052

